THE MAN I KNEW

Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien when he was in great difficulties.
During this period we at home were having experience of
air raids and the east coast towns had suffered considerably.
Just before Christmas the ist Corps had suddenly been
called upon to help the Indians at Givenchy and they ar-
rived just in time to retake some very important ground.
All this time Douglas had been sending me maps marked by
him, so that I could follow exactly the movements of his
Corps. Naturally I took special precautions to preserve and
keep secret all these maps and diaries, and Douglas con-
tinually thanked me for taking such trouble over his "stupid
opinions and stories", as he called them.

On the 26th of December, on becoming commander of
the First Army, he handed over the command of the ist
Corps to General Monro. The ist, 4th and Indian Corps
were the composites of his army* The 4th Corps was
commanded by General Rawlinson and the Indian Corps
by General Willcocks. Douglas was glad that the ist
Corps was still under his command, though only in-
directly now, because they had never failed him, though
at moments it seemed impossible to win through. Their
record was indeed one to be proud of, and he appreciated
to the full the privilege he had had in commanding such
brave men.

The shortage of shells and other ammunition at the end
of the year 1914 caused much anxiety, but the War Office
appeared to be doing its best to increase supplies and had
sent to the front several specialists to find out at first hand
what was really required. On the 3 ist of December Douglas
concluded his letter to me by saying that "dear old Sir
Pertab Singh was waiting patiently in a chair for lunch5',
and being the last day of the year he wished me every happi-
itess that the New Year could bring.

Many congratulatory letters were received by Douglas
oil his appointment to the command of the First Army, and
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